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WE   LIVED    BEFORE    WE    WERE   BORN. 

By  Dr.  James  E.  Talmage 


Of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve  Apostles. 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints. 


Apostle  James  E.  Talmage. 

Throughout  the  period  of  our  mortal 
existence  we  live  in  a  relatively  broad 
space  between  two  curtains.  Behind  us 
hangs  the  Veil  of  Forget  fulness  through 
which  we  have  come,  now  shutting  out 
all  recollection  of  what  was  or  went 
before.  Mortal  birth  cannot  be  th? 
beginning  of  the  soul's  existence;  to 
believe  that  it  were  would  be  to  hold  that 
bodily  death  is  the  end — the  annihilation 
of  the  soul.  Before  us  hangs  the  Veil  of 
Futurity,  through  which  we  pass  at  death 


It  is  well  that  we  know  not  too  much  of 
what  lies  beyond  it,  lest  in  contemplation 
of  the  glorious  possibilities  we  be  dis- 
tracted from  the  duties  of  this  interme- 
diate state. 

Man's  Identity  is  Eternal. 

As  surely  as  we  lived  before  we  came 
into  these  bodies  of  flesh  and  bones,  as 
truly  as  we  existed  in  the  realm  of  time 
and  space  back  of  the  Veil  of  Forgetf  ill- 
ness, so  shall  we  continue  to  exist  beyond 
the  Veil  of  Futurity.  Man  as  an  indi- 
vidual is  eternal,  for  he  is  literally  the 
child  of  the  Eternal  Father  of  spirits, 
veritably  born  in  the  lineage  of  the  God;! 

Before  birth,  now.  and  after  death,  each 
of  us  has  been,  is,  and  shall  be,  a  distinct 
personage — the  same  being  throughout,  of 
unchanging  identity  and' therefore  ever- 
lasting. You  were  you  and  J  was  I  before 
we  were  born  into  these  bodies  of  flesh. 
You  shall  be  yourself  and  1  shall  lie 
myself  beyond  the  grave. 

This  body  of  ours  is  the  earth-garment 
of  the  immortal  spirit,  which  at  death  is 
put  aside,  reverently  laid  to  rest  by 
friendly,  loving  hands.  But  the  bodv  is 
not  the  man;  indeed  the  mistaken 
assumption  that  it  is  has  led  to  serious 
error  in  our  conception  as  to  the  meaning 
of  mortality,  leading  to  the  terrifying 
thought  that  life  in  the  flesh  is  all  there 
is  to  one's  existence.  There  is  in  man  an 
immortal  spirit  that  lived  as  an  intelli- 
gent being  before  the  body  was  formed, 
and   that   shall    continue   to  exist   as  the 
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same  immortal  individual  after  the  body 
has  gone  to  decay.  Divine  revelation 
attests  that  gloriously  surpassing  truth, 
man  is  of  eternal  nature. 

The  Four  Stages. 
From  our  earth-life  point  of  view, 
illumined  by  the  light  of  divine  revelation, 
we  recognise  four  successive  states  or 
conditions  of  individual  existence:  (1) 
the  unembodied  state,  before  we  were  born 
to  earth;  (2)  the  embodied  state,  in  which 
we  now  find  ourselves;  (3)  the  disem- 
bodied state,  awaiting  us  at  death;  (4) 
the  reembodied  state,  assured  to  us  by 
the  universal  resurrection.  These  may  be 
designated  otherwise  as  the  unborn,  the 
mortal,  the  dead,  and  the  resurrected 
conditions.  We  lived  before  we  were 
born;  we  shall  live  after  we  are  dead. 

Preexistence  of  Christ. 

No  one  Avho  accepts  the  New  Testament 
as  the  word  of  God  can  consistently  deny 
the  preexistence,  or  the  antemoral  God- 
ship  of  Jesus  Christ.  In  the  first  chapter 
of  the  Gospel  written  by  John,  Christ  is 
designated  as  the  Word.  His  preexistence 
and  primeval  Godship  are  thus  set  forth : 
"  In  the  beginning  was  the  Word,  and 
the  Word  was  with  God,  and  the  Word 
was  God.  The  same  was  in  the  beginning 
Avith  God.  All  things  were  made  by  him ; 
and  without  him  was  not  anything  made 
that  was  made.  ■  In  him  was  life ;  and  the 
life  was  the  light  of  men.  *  *  *  And  the 
Word  was  made  flesh,  and  dwelt  among 
us,  and  we  beheld  his  glory,  the  glory  as 
of  the  only  begotten  of  the  Father,  full 
of  grace  and  truth." 

It  is  reasonable  to  give  to  the  phrase 
"In  the  beginning"  the  same  meaning 
as  is  ascribed  to  these  words  in  the  first 
chapter  of  Genesis,  each  having  reference 
to  a  time  antedating  the  creation  of  the 
earth.  Profound  significance,  beyond  the 
power  of  man  to  completely  fathom,  lies 
in  that  name-title  applied  to  the  Lord— 
The  Word.  There  are  scriptures,  however, 
that  will  help  us  to  understand;  this  for 
example.  "  And  behold,  the  glory  of  the 
Lord  was  upon  Moses,  so  that  Moses  stood 
in  the  presence  of  God,  and  talked  with 
him    face   to   face.      And    the    Lord    G  >i 


said  unto  Moses:  For  mine  own  purpose 
have  I  made  these  things.  Here  is 
wisdom  and  it  remaineth  in  me.  And  by 
the  word  of  my  power,  have  I  created 
them,  which  is  mine  Only  Begotten  Son, 
who  is  full  of  grace  and  truth.  And 
worlds  without  number  have  I  created; 
and  I  also  created  them  for  mine  own 
purpose;  and  by  the  Son  I  created  them, 
which  is-  mine  only  begotten"  (Pearl  of 
Great  Price,  pages  3,  4).  These  scriptures 
demonstrate  that  the  Man  known  while 
He  lived  on  earth  as  Jesus  of  Nazareth 
had  lived  as  an  unembodied  Being  before 
the  earth  was  framed,  and  further,  that 
under  the  Father's  direction  He  wa-; 
verily  the  Creator. 

His   Own   Testimony. 

Our  Lord's  personal  testimony  is  con- 
clusive. Of  the  disciples  He  asked: 
"  What  and  if  ye  see  the  Son  of  Man 
ascend  up  where  he  was  before?  "  (John 
6:62.)  On  another  occasion  He  averred : 
"  I  came  forth  from  the  Father,  and  am 
come  into  the  world :  again,  I  leave  the 
world,  and  go  to  the  Father."  (John 
16:  28).  In  solemn  prayer  He  implored: 
"■  And  now,  0  Father,  glorify  thou  me 
with  thine  own  self  with  the  glory  which 
I  had  with  thee  before  the  world  Avas " 
(John  17:5). 

When  assailed  on  a  certain  occasion 
by  some  Avho  took  offense  at  His  teachings 
and  who  arrogantly  proclaimed  themselves 
to  be  Abraham's  children,  our  Lord  thu^ 
avowed  His  preeminence :  "  Jesus  said 
unto  them.  Verily,  A'erily,  I  say  unto  you. 
Before  Abraham  was,  I  am "  (John  8 : 
58).  This  was  equivalent  to  saying, 
"  Before  Abraham  was  I,  JehoA^ah,"  for 
by  the  awe-inspiring  title,  /  Am,  He  had 
revealed  Himself  to  Moses  (see  Exo.  ,i: 
14;  compare  6:  3)  and  I  Am  is  the  equi- 
valent of  Jahveh,  now  rendered  Jehovah, 
and  signifies  The  Eternal  One. 

Notwithstanding  this  transcendent  emi- 
nence, Jesus  Avas  born  to  earth  as  a  Child 
and  lived  to  maturity  as  a  Man  among 
men.  Even  as  His  bodily  birth  was  the 
union  of  a  pre-existent  spirit  Avith  a  taber- 
nacle of  flesh  and  bones,  such  also  is  tin 
birth  of  everv  human  beinar. 
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Christ's  Relationship  to  the  Human 
Race. 

In  our  attempts  to  make  comparison 
between  the  status  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  and  that  of  mankind  in  general  we 
should  be  cautious  lest  we  go  to  either 
of  two  extremes.  The  one  inference — that 
He  as  the  Only  Begotten  Son  of  the 
Father  in  the  flesh,  possessing  the  powers 
of  Godhood  before  He  took  on  mortality, 
makes  Him  so  unlike  the  rest  of  us  as 
to  preclude  any  relationship  with  us — 
is  opposed  by  scripture.  Jesus  Christ  is 
the  Firstborn  of  the  spirit-children  of  the 
Eternal  Father  appointed  to  pass  their 
stage  of  mortality  upon  this  earth.  In 
that  sense  He  is  counted  as  a  member  of 
the  human  race.  The  other  extreme  to 
which  we  may  go  is  that  of  assuming  that 
the  Lord  Christ  is  to  be  regarded  as  one 
of  the  human  family  and  nothing  more, 
except  as  He  is  distinguished  by  superior 
or  supreme  ability  as  a  teacher  and  in 
leadership.  He  is  the  only  sinless  Man 
who  has  ever  walked  the  earth.  He  was 
the  One  foreordained  to  be  the  Redeemer 
and  Saviour.  He  is  the  only  One  in 
whom  were  combined  through  parentage 
the  qualities  of  Manhood  and  Godhood. 

Foreordination. 

Nevertheless,  as  with  Him  so  with  us — 
all  of  us  lived  before  we  came  to  earth. 
Everyone  of  us  was  known  by  name  and 
character  to  the  Father,  who  is  "  the  God 
of  the  spirits  of  all  flesh'''  (Numb.  16: 
22  ;  27  :  16)  in  our  antemortal  or  primeval 
childhood;  and  from  among  the  hosts  of 
His  unembodied  children  God  chose  for 
special  service  on  earth  such  as  were  best 
suited  to  the  accomplishment  of  His 
purposes.  These  are  men  called  of  God 
in  a  distinctive  sense.  In  illustration 
consider  the  Lord's  definite  revelation  to 
Jeremiah  the  prophet :  "  Before  I  formed 
thee  in  the  belly  I  knew  thee;  and  befor? 
thou  earnest  forth  out  of  the  womb  I 
sanctified  thee,  and  1  ordained  thee  a 
prophet  unto  the  nations "  (Jeremiah 
1:5). 

More  than  twelve  centuries  before 
Jeremiah's  time  God  had  revealed   unto 


Abraham  the  fact  of  the  preexistence  of 
the  spirits  of  mankind,  as  also  the  diverse 
capacities  of  those  spirits,  and  the  divine 
purpose  in  preparing  the  earth  for  their 
habitation.  Thus :  "  Now  the  Lord  had 
shown  unto  me,  Abraham,  the  intelli- 
gences that  were  organised  before  the 
world  was ;  and  among  all  these  there 
were  many  of  the  noble  and  great  ones. 
And  God  saw  these  souls  that  they  were 
good,  and  he  stood  in  the  midst  of  them, 
and  he  said :  These  I  will  make  my  rulers ; 
for  he  stood  among  those  that  were  spirits, 
and  he  saw  that  they  were  good ;  and  he 
said  unto  me :  Abraham,  thou  art  one  of 
them ;  thou  wast  chosen  before  thou  wast 
born"   (Pearl  of  Great  Price,  page  37). 

Gradations  Before  Birth.   ■ 

It  is  evident  that  not  only  did  the 
spirits  of  mankind  exist  as  distinct  per- 
sonalities prior  to  mortal  birth,  but  they 
possessed  intelligence  in  varying  degrees 
and  were  endowed  with  ability  to  choose 
and  agency  to  act.  In  the  primeval  con- 
flict among  the  unembodied  hosts  Lucifer 
drew  to  his  standard  of  rebellion  a  third 
part  of  that  vast  multitude,  while  the 
majority  took  sides  with  Michael  the 
Archangel.  This  matter  was  discussed  in 
an  earlier  address,  and  is  here  cited  in 
demonstration  of  the  individual  freedom 
of  choice  and  action  among  the  unborn. 
See  Rev.  12:4,  7-9:  Jude  6. 

Obviously  in  that  preexistent  state  we 
were  not  all  alike  as  to  ability,  capacity  or 
character.  If  there  were  some  noble  and 
great  ones,  there  were  others  less  noble 
and  of  lower  grade.  A  spirit  born  to 
earth  possesses,  and.  according  to  the 
circumstances  and  limitations  of  his  en- 
vironment, manifests  his  distinctive 
character.  This  fact  is  overlooked  or 
ignored  all  too  generally  by  students  and 
investigators  in  the  field  of  Eugenics.  To 
properly  forecast  the  nature  of  offspring 
we  must  know  not  only  the  character  of 
each  parent  but  also  that  of  the  spirit 
who  is  born  as  their  child.  Plainly  we 
cannot  know  the  character  of  the  spirit 
until  it  shows  forth  in  the  development 
of  the  embodied  individual. 
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A  Lesson  from  the  Master. 
That  the  fact  of  antemortal  existence, 
together  with  the  bringing  of  preexistent 
traits  into  earth-life,  was  taught  by  the 
Christ  is  strongly  indicated.  Please  note: 
"  And  as  Jesus  passed  by,  he  saw  a  man 
which  was  blind  from  his  birth.  And  his 
disciples  asked  him,  saying,  Master,  who 
did  sin,  this  man,  or  his  parents,  that 
he  was  born  blind?  Jesus  answered, 
Neither  hath  this  man  sinned,  nor  his 
parents :  but  that  the  works  of  God  should 
be  made  manifest  in  him  "  (John  9  1-3). 
The  question  asked  by  the  disciples  was 
based  on  their  belief  in  a  state  of  moral 
agency  and  consequent  responsibility  prior 
to  mortality;  otherwise  they  could  not 
have  imagined  the  possibility  of  the  man 
having  sinned  and  so  bringing  upon  him- 
self a  state  of  blindness — for  we  are  ex- 
pressly told  that  he  was  born  blind.  It 
was  conceivable  that  the  man's  affliction 
was  due  to  parental  sins.  A  sufficing 
answer  was  given  by  Jesus.  Evidently 
the  disciples  had  been  taught  the  great 
truth  of  an  antemortal  existence;  and  who 
but  the  Master  whom  they  followed  could 
have  so  taught  them? 

Spiritual  and  Temporal  Creations. 

The  preexistent  condition  comprises 
not  only  the  spirits  of  mankind,  but  of 
living  things  generally,  as  a  careful 
reading  of  Genesis,  chapters  1  and  2,  will 
show.  Chapter  1  gives  us  a  summarised 
account  of  six  distinct  periods  in  the 
forming  of  the  earth.  In  the  next  chapter 
we  read  of  a  seventh  period,  which  was 
one  of  rest.  The  fifth  verse  tells  us  of 
the  creation  of  "  every  plant  of  the  field 
before  it  was  in  the  earth,  and  every  herb 
of  the  field  before  it  grew."  Plainly  we 
have  to  consider  a  dual  creation,  compris- 
ing first  a  spiritual  and  then  a  temporal 
or  earthly  creation.  Tn  further  revelation 
to  Moses  the  Creator  spoke  more 
definitely:  "For  I,  the  Lord  God,  created 
all  things,  of  which  I  have  spoken, 
spiritually,  before  they  were  naturally 
upon  the  face  of  the  earth.  For  I,  the 
Lord  God,  had  not  caused  it  to  rain 
upon  the  face  of  the  earth.     And   1,  the 


Lord.  God,  had  created  all  the  children 
of  men;  and  not  yet  a  man  to  lill 
the  ground;  for  in  heaven  created  I 
them;  and  there  was  not  yet  flesh  upon 
the  earth,  neither  in  the  water,  neither  in 
the  air.  *  *  *  Nevertheless,  all  things 
were  before  created;  but  spiritually  were 
they  created  and  made  according  to  my 
word."     (Pearl  of  Ureal  Price,  page  ?.) 

Life,  therefore,  be  it  plant,  animal  or 
human,  is  older  than  the  earth.  Man  may 
bring  about  death,  which  is  a  termination 
of  earth-life  only,  not  the  extinction  of 
life  itself,  for  life  is  as  truly  indestruct- 
ible as  are  the  elements.  Our  existence 
in  the  flesh  is  but  a  stage  in  the  course 
of  the  soul's  eternal  progress ;  a  link  con- 
necting the  eternities  past  with  the 
eternities   yet   to   come. 

Some  of  the  citations  made  in  the 
course  of  these  remarks  go  to  demonstrate 
not  only  the  fact  of  spiritual  creations 
having  preexistent  or  antemortal  identity. 
but  also  that  with  regard  to  the  human 
race  God  knew  the  individual  characters 
of  His  children  before  their  embodiment. 
So  well  did  He  foreknow  them  that,  as 
we  have  seen  specifically  in  the  instances 
of  Abraham  and  Jeremiah,  these  persons 
were  actually  ordained  to  their  high  call- 
ings before  their  mortal  birth.  Such  is 
true  in  a  unique  degree  with  respect  to 
the  Saviour  Himself. 

Predestination. 
Alma,  a  Nephite  prophet,  affirms  that 
certain  men  called  to  be  the  Lord's  high 
priests  among  men  were  prepared  from 
the  foundation  of  the  world,  even  "  from 
eternity  to  all  eternity,"  according  to  the 
foreknowledge  of  God  (Booh  of  Mormon, 
Alma  13:  7).  Peter  speaks  of  the  saints 
as  the  "  Elect  according  to  the  fore- 
knowledge of  God  the  Father"  (I  Peter 
1:2).  Paul  speaks  of  God  having 
"  chosen  as  in  him  before  the  foundation 
of  the  world,  that  we  should  be  holy " 
and  continues  in  this  wise:  "Having 
predestinated  us  unto  the  adoption  of 
children  by  Jesus  Christ  himself,  accord- 
ing to  the  good  pleasure  of  his  will.  *  *  * 
Tn  whom  also  we  have  obtained  an  in- 
heritance,  being   predestinated   according 
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to  the  purpose  of  him  who  worketh  all 
things  after  the  counsel  of  his  own  will" 
(Eph.  1:5,  11).  Jude  speaks  of  some 
who  were  of  old  ordained  to  condemna- 
tion.    (Jude  4.) 

Such  passages  as  these,  isolated  and 
applied  without  due  regard  to  the 
context  or  consideration  of  the  spirit  of 
scripture,  have  led  some  to  the  extrem° 
belief  that  all  men  are  "predestinated" 
for  eventful  salvation  or  condemnation. 
The  whole  tenor  of  the  revealed  word  of 
God  with  respect  to  the  destiny  of  souls 
is  to  the  contrary.  Divine  omnisciense 
is  no  directing  power  by  which  men  are 
forced  to  do  either  evil  or  good.  We 
possess  capacity  of  choice  and  agency 
and  exercise  such  here  in  mortal  life  as 
we  did  in  the  primeval  realm.  God's 
foreknowledge  does  not  operate  to  make 
of  His  children  mere  creatures  of  circum- 
stance, nor  does  it  warrant  the  super- 
stition of  fatalism. 

The  chief  purpose  of  earth-life  would 
be  nullified  if  man's  agency  were  after 
all  but  a  pretence.  Nevertheless  "  known 
unto  God  are  all  his  works  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  world."  He  may  foresee  just 
what  any  man  will  do  under  gWen 
circumstances;  but  in  the  divine  judg- 
ment as  to  that  man's  deeds  all  those 
circumstances  will  be  taken  into  full 
account.  It  is  possible  for  man  to  so 
advance  during  mortality  that  he  may 
attain  a  condition  of  future  opportunity 
and  power  far  surpassing  his  state  before 
embodiment. 

The  Lord's  Work  and  Glory. 

"Mortality  is  provided  as  a  means  of 
advancement.  If  in  this  state  man  can 
be  regarded  as  a  fallen  being,  be  it  re- 
membered that  he  has  descended  in  order 
that  he  may  rise  to  greater  heights.  Tfr 
divine  plan  cannot  be  thwarted;  it  is  of 
foreordained  and  assured  fulfilment.  And 
the  Lord  has  spoken,  saying: 

"  For  behold,  this  is  my  work  and  my 
glory — to  bring  to  pass  the  immortality 
and  eternal  life  of  man"  (Pearl  of  Great 
Price,  page  4). 

Amen. 


O    MY    FATHER 


0  my  Father,  Thou  that  dwellest 
In   the  high  and   glorious  place, 

When  shall   I  regain  thy  presence, 
And  again   behold   thy  face? 

In    thy    holy    habitation, 

Did    my    spirit    once    reside; 

In   my  firs!    primeval   childhood 
Was    I    nurtured   near  thy  side 

For  a  wise  and  glorious  purpose 

Thou   hast   placed  me  here  on  earth. 
And  withheld  the  recollection 

Of  my  former  friends  and  birth; 
Yet   ofttimes   a   secret   something 

Whispered,  "  You're  a  stranger  here  " 
And  I  felt  that  I  had  wandered 

From  a  more  exalted  sphere. 

1  had  learned"  to  call  thee  Father, 

Through  thy  Spirit  from  on  high; 
But  until  the  Key  of  Knowledge 

Was  restored,  I  knew  not  why. 
In  the  heavens  are  parents  single? 

No ;  the  thought  makes  reason  stare ! 
Truth   is  reason,  truth  eternal 

Tells  me  I've  a  Mother  there. 

When  I  leave  this  frail  existence, 

When  I  lay  this  mortal  by, 
Father,   Mother,  may  I  meet  you 

In  your  royal   courts  on  high? 
Then,    at    length,    when    I've    completed 

All  you  sent  me  forth  to  do, 
With  your  mutual   approbation 

Let  me  come  and  dwell  with  you. 

•This  hymn,  an  inspired  composition  by  a 
latter-day  poetess.  Eliza  K.  Snow,  was  sung  by 
a  double  quartet  at  the  service  in  which  the 
foregoing  address  was  delivered.  The  hymn  is 
directly    related   to  the   subject   of   the   discourse. 


"  There  is  too  much  man  and  too  little 
God  in  religion  to-day." 

— Nephi  Jensen. 
***** 

"  Faith  is  the  evidence  of  things  not 
seen,  or  it  makes  us  vividly  aware  of 
things  not  seen.  Faith  is  the  substance 
of  things  hoped  for  or  the  assurance  of 
the  things  that  will  come." 

■ — Nephi  -Jensen. 
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THE    SABBATH    DAY. 

By  Apostle  John  Widtsoe, 


Apostle  John  A.  Widtsoe. 

Every  day  a  gift  of  God  should  be  one 
of  worship.  Only  then  does  man  really 
enter  into  full  communion  with  the  Lord. 
Latter-day  revelation  declares  that  "  Thy 
vows  shall  be  offered  up  in  righteousness 
on  all  days  and  at  all  times."  That  is, 
all  that  a  person  does  should  be  done  in 
the  hope  that  it  may  be  acceptable  to  our 
Father  in  Heaven.  Apostate  Christianity 
has  erred  in  placing  emphasis  on  the 
Sabbath,  without  giving  due  importance 
to  the  other  days  of  the  week. 

Nevertheless,  the  Sabbath  day  is  a  day 
especially  set  apart.  It  should  be  spent 
in  a  manner  different  from  that  of  other 
days.  "  Rut  remember  that  on  this,  the 
Lord's  day,  thou  shalt  offer  thine  obla- 
tions and  thy  sacraments  unto  the  Most 
High,  confessing  thy  sins  unto  thy 
brethren,  and  before  the  Lord.  And  on 
this  day  thou  shalt  do  none  other  thing, 
only  let  thy  food  be  prepared  with  single- 
ness of  heart  that  thy  fasting  may  be  per- 
fect, or,  in  other  words,  that  thy  joy  may 
be  full."  It  should  be  a  day  of  spiritual 
activity. 


The  requirement  of  the  sacred  Sabbath, 
like  all  other  divine  laws,  is  for  the  good 
of  man.  Those  who  obey  it,  find  that  the 
complete  change  from  the  labours  of  the 
week,  and  the  concentration  upon  heavenly 
things,  refresh  both  body  and  soul.  Sab- 
bath keepers  obtain  full  joy  for  every  day 
in  the  week;  the  "fulness  of  the  earth" 
becomes  their.-. 

The  Sabbath,  though  sacred,  should  be 
a  cheerful  day.  "  Verily,  this  is  fasting 
and  prayer,  or.  in  other  words,  rejoicing 
and  prayer."  On  the  Sabbath,  above  nil 
days,  men  should  "  have  glad  hearts  and 
cheerful  countenances."  But,  the  rejoic- 
ing should  come  through  spiritual  activity. 

In  recent  years,  in  defiance  of  divine 
mandate,  the  tendency  has  been  to  convert 
the  gloomy  Sabbath  of  the  past  into  a 
riotous  day  of  frivolous  amusement,  ut- 
terly out  of  keeping  with  the  purpose  of 
the  Sabbath.  Too  often,  on  the  day  of 
the  Lord,  the  churches  are  empty  and  the 
pleasure  resorts  filled  to  overflowing.  This 
is  displeasing  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord. 
and  in  the  end,  injurious,  temporally  and 
spiritually,  to  the  people. 

Latter-day  Saints  should  be  careful, 
joyful  observers  of  the  law  of  the  Sabbath. 
They  should  attempt  to  secure  the  neces- 
sary social  relaxation  throughout  the  week, 
and  reserve  for  the  Sabbath  such  activities 
as  comport  with  the  sacredness  of  the 
day  and  our  position  as  members  of  the 
Church  of  Christ,  such  as  attendance  at 
meetings,  visiting  with  those  in  need,  up- 
lifting conversation  and  contemplation  of 
the  principles  of  the  plan  of  salvation. 

Let  us  keep  the  Sabbath  day  holy, 
resting  assured  that  "  he  who  doeth  the 
works  of  righteousness  shall  receive  his 
reward,  even  peace  in  this  world,  and 
eternal   life   in  the  world  to  come." 


RELIEF   SOCIETY 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

And   Counsel,  from   Joseph  Smith,  as 
recorded  by  Eliza  R.  Snow. 

You  must  put  down  iniquity  and  by 
your  own  example  provoke  the  elders  to 
good  works ;  if  you  do  right  there  is  no 
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danger  of  going  too  fast.  He  (Joseph) 
said  he  did  not  care  how  fast  we  run  in 
the  path  of  virtue.  Resist  evil  and  there 
is  no  danger.  God,  men,  angels,  and 
devils  can  not  condemn  those  who  resist 
everything  that  is  evil — as  well  might  the 
devil  seek  to  dethrone  Jehovah  as  the  soul 
that   resists  everything  that  is  evil. 

If  you  live  up  to  your  privilege,  the 
angels  cannot  be  restrained  from  being 
your  associates — females,  if  they  are  pure 
and  innocent  can  come  into  the  presence 
of  God,  for  what  is  more  pleasing  to  God 
than  innocence? 

As  you  increase  in  innocence  and  virtue, 
as  you  increase  in  goodness,  let  your  hearts 
expand — let  them  be  enlarged  towards 
others — you  must  be  long-suffering  and 
bear  with  the  faults  and  errors  of  man- 
kind. You  must  not  be  contracted,  but 
you  must  be  liberal  in  your  feelings. 

Sisters  of  this  Society,  shall  there  be 
strife  among  you?  I  will  not  have  it — 
you  must  repent  and  get  the  love  of  God. 
Away  with  self-righteousness.  The  best 
measure  of  principle  to  bring  the  poor  to 
repentance  is  to  administer  to  their  wants 
— the  Society  is  not  only  to  relieve  the 
poor,  but  to  save  the  soul. 


TOBACCO  AFTER  WOMEN  AND 
CHILDREN. 

By  Will  H.  Brown,  Oakland,  Calif. 


There  is  no  longer  any  secret  about  it. 
The  tobacco  interests  are  after  the  women 
and  children  of  the  United  States  for 
patrons  of  their  products.  The  Tobacco 
Leaf,  a  leading  organ  of  the  weed,  praises 
the  ingenuity  manifested  in  a  certain 
cigar  ad.,  and  says  editorially: 

"  Adroitly,  if  not  in  so  many  words, 
it  is  addressed  to  the  beginner,  and  it 
offers  one  of  the  products  whose  shape 
and  price  are  most  likely  to  appeal  to  the 
novice.  If  we  are  to  have  additional 
cigar  smokers,  they  will  have  to  come  in 
large  part  from  the  ranks  of  young  men. 
Cigarette  advertising  is  beginning  to  re- 
alize that  it  must  occasionally  extend  an 
invitation  to  women.     By  the  same  token. 


cigar  advertising  ought  to  pay  more  at- 
tention to  the  YOUTH  of  America." 

Jn  the  same  issue  Tobacco  Leaf  criticises 
a  school  board  in  Iowa  for  expelling  from 
the  school  pupils  found  guilty  of  using 
tobacco.  And  yet  the  editor  says  he  sev- 
erely punished  his  own  son  for  smoking 
when  he  was  ten. 

In  the  campaign  of  the  tobacco  men 
to  induce  women  to  smoke,  by  every  device 
that  can  be  conceived,  one  of  the  manu- 
facturers is  following  the  same  practice 
in  presenting  cartons  of  cigarettes  to  girls, 
by  mail,  as  has  been  exposed  in  the  sending 
of  cigarettes  by  mail  to  boys,  shortly  pre- 
ceding their  birthdays,  with  a  cordial  letter 
mentioning  the  "  gift."  A  number  of 
young  women  students  in  the  University 
of  Chicago  have  received  such  letters  and 
cigarettes.  The  contemptible  method 
should  be  exposed  to  the  public  in  every 
way  possible.  It  seems  that  no  action  is 
too  low  for  some  of  the  companies  to  em- 
brace in  their  greed  for  gain  at  the  expense 
of  the  health  and  welfare  of  the  boyhood 
and  girlhood  of  our  country. 


EDITORIAL. 


Evils    and     Designs     and     Tobacco. 


"Behold,  verily,  thus  saith  the  Lord  unto 
you,  in  consequence  of  evils  and  designs 
which  do  and  will  exist  in  the  hearts  of 
conspiring  men  in  the  last  days,  I  have 
warned  you,  and  forewarn  yon,  by  giving  un- 
to yon  this  word  of  wisdom  by  revelation.'' 
Doc.  &  Vox.  89:4. 

The  article  entitled  "  Tobacco  "  in  this 
issue  indicates  the  plans,  schemes  and 
designs  of  men  of  to-day  to  get  boys  and 
girls,  men  and  women  to  use  tobacco. 
This  was  all  foretold  February  37,  1833, 
when  the  revelation  on  the  Word  of  Wis- 
dom was  given  to  Joseph  Smith.  Fortun- 
ate the  Mormon  people  have  been  by 
accepting  the  warning  of  the  Lord,  rather 
than  wait  for  the  discoveries  of  men  to 
warn  them,  which  oft-times  come  so  late 
that  great  harm  is  done  to  the  mass  of 
people.  The  Lord,  not  scientists  nor 
doctors,    plainly    informed    the    Mormon 


20 


CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  GROSS 


people  by  this  Word  of  Wisdom  that  "  To- 
bacco is  not  good  for  the  body,  neither 
for  the  belly,  and  is  not  good  for  man, 
but  is  an  herb  for  bruises  and  all  sick 
cattle,  to  be  used  with  judgment  and 
skill/'     Doc.  &  Gov.  89:8. 

Tobacco  contains  several  poisonous 
alkaloids,  the  principal  one  of  which  is 
nicotine.  There  is  only  one  other  poison 
— strychnine — more  deadly.  A  tenth  of 
a  grain  will,  it  has  been  asserted,  kill  a 
dog.  The  evil  effects  of  tobacco  on  the 
human  frame  are  summarised  in  The 
Temperance  Catechism  of  the  Four-fold 
Pledge  (Article  Tobacco)  as  follows: — 

"  On  the  blood,  making  it  poor  and 
thin.  On  the  stomach,  weakening  the 
power  of  digestion,  causing  loss  of  appe- 
tite, and  giving  rise  to  sickness.  On  the 
heart,  causing  weakness  and  irregular 
action.  On  the  organs  of  sense — on  the 
eye,  by  causing  confusion  and  even  loss 
of  sight ;  on  the  ear,  by  causing  whistling 
or  ringing  sounds,  and  making  people 
unable  to  hear  distinctly.  On  the  brain, 
by  first  stimulating  and  then  depressing 
its  action.  On  the  nerves,  lessening  their 
power  of  sensitiveness.  On  the  inside  of 
the  mouth,  causing  enlargement  of  the 
tonsils  (smokers  throat),  redness,  dry- 
ness, and  sometimes  peeling  with  unnat- 
ural firmness,  shrinking,  or  sponginess  of 
the  gums;  and,  worst  of  all,  cancer  of 
the  lips,  tongue,  etc.  On  the  lungs,  when 
they  are  in  an  irritable  state,  by  keeping 
up  the  irritation  and  increasing  the  cough. 

It  is  a  matter  of  common  knowledge 
that  the  users  of  tobacco  at  once  admit 
its  harmful  effects.  A  second  fact  is  that 
the  best  medical  men  strongly  .advise 
against  the  use  of  tobacco.  A  third  fact 
is  that  scientific  minds  have  discovered 
within  the  past  fifty  years  the  evil  results 
of  the  use  of  tobacco. 

With  these  thoughts  in  view,  one  is 
forcibly  brought  to  the  conclusion  that 
Joseph  Smith,  at  the  age  of  27  years, 
when  the  revelation  on  the  Word  of  Wis- 
dom was  given,  was  either  a  living  prophet 
of  God,  or  was  one  of  the  foremost  scien- 
tists of  his  time.  He  says  the  Lord 
revealed  to  him  the  things  he  taught 
relating   to    the    health    of   man,   and    he 


did  not  claim  that  his  own  wisdom  gave 
to  man  these  great  rules  of  health  97 
years  ago.  He  was  truly  inspired.  Joseph 
Smith  was  a  prophet  of  God,  a  great 
teacher,  a  true  scientist.  He,  by  revela- 
tion from  the  Lord,  baa  warned  the  world, 
like  olden  prophets,  against  the  plans  and 
designs  of  the  adversary  working  through 
conspiring  and  evil  men  in  the  last  days, 
not  to  use  tobacco  and  other  habit-forming 
drugs  and  alcoholic  beverages.  May  the 
time  speedily  come  when  people  every- 
where will  take  this  warning  from  the 
great  Latter-day  Prophet." — D. 
*        *        *        * 

Dr.  Wagner  Elected  Mayor. 

Hearty  congratulations  are  due  Doctor 
(Brother)  Philipp  F.  H.  Wagner  and 
Sister  Laura  Wagner,  who  have  been 
elected  Mayor  and  Mayoress  of  the  town 
of  Aliwal  North.  An  official  reception 
in  their  honour  was  held  in  the  middle 
of  September. 

A  cheery  word  and  a  helping  hand  have 
always  been  the  rule  with  Dr.  and  Sister 
Wagner,  while  their  firm  conviction  to 
uphold  the  highest  standard  in  every- 
thing, and  particularly  in  religion,  even 
if  it  means  adherence  to  a  not  popular 
Church,  would  appear  to  have  aided  rather 
than  impeded  their  progress  in  the  social 
and  political  world. 

Mission  President  and  Sister  Dalton 
and  family  will  be  guests  of  the  new 
Mayor  and  Mayoress  for  several  days  dur- 
ing the  week  of  October  5  and  will  hold 
meetings  there,  meantime  wishing  them 
every  success  and  the  Lord's  choicest 
blessings. — C.B. 

*  *  *  * 

God's  Part  and  Man's  Ways. 


There  are  some  who,  when  tithing  is 
mentioned,  stop  first  to  consider  their 
living  requirements  and  other  expendi- 
tures and  pay  tithing  if  there  is  any  left. 
When  the  Lord  gave  the  law  of  tithing 
to  His  children,  a  law  by  which  funds 
are  to  be  raised  to  carry  on  the  work  of 
the  Church,  He  gave  with  it  a  promise 
that   those   who   observed  this  law   faith- 
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fully  shall  be  blessed  in  their  physical 
possessions,  and  it  is  quite  evident  that 
blessings  are  withheld  from  those  who  have 
made  covenant  with  the  Lord  to  serve  Him 
and  keep  His  commandments  because  of 
their  failure  to  live  up  to  this  obligation. 
In  speaking  to  the  saints  in  the  early 
days,  He  said : 

"  Behold,  thus  sail  h  the  Lord  unto  My 
people — you  have  many  things  to  do  and 
to  repent  of;  for  behold,  your  sins  have 
come  up  unto  Me,  and  are  not  pardoned, 
because  you  seek  to  counsel  in  your  own 
ways. 

And  your  hearts  are  not  satisfied.  And 
ye  obey  not  the  truth,  but  have  pleasure 
in  unrighteousness." 

Do  not  stand  back  and  question  how- 
much  tithing  you  should  pay.  You  should 
pay  some  tithing  if  you  earn. 

Get  your  name  on  the  tithing  records, 
even  if  you  pay  only  a  penny,  or  shilling, 
or  pound  or  more.  You  may  send  your 
tithing  money  to  the  Mission  Office  or 
<rive  it  to  anv  of  the  elders. — D. 


SPECIAL  NEWS. 


From  the  lecture  tour  up  in  Rhodesia, 
where  Elders  Vern  D.  Greene,  Bertram 
C.  Cutforth  and  George  C.  Maw  are  doing 
intensive  missionary  work,  enthusiastic 
reports  have  come. 

At  Matching  they  report  the  lecture 
was  acclaimed  widely.  The  Mayor  and 
Mayoress  expressed  their  gratification  at 
having  attended  and  .  meeting  "  such 
splendid  young  men."  The  elders  are 
spending  as  little  money  as  is  reasonable, 
but  mingling  with  the  best  of  people. 
They  were  entertained  for  two  days  and 
two  nights  by  one  good  family. 

At  Bulawayo,  by  reason  of  Elder  Greene 
being  an  Eagle  Scout,  and  upon  getting 
in  touch  with  local  Scout  headquarters, 
the  local  theatre  was  furnished  and  ad- 
vertising and  all  arrangements  provided 
by  the  Scouts  for  the  lecture,  proving 
most  satisfactory. 

The  elders  plan  to  show  the  lecture  in 
several  of  the  other  cities,  including  Fort 


Victoria,  giving  the  people  an  idea  of 
the  mighty  ruius  of  ancient  America, 
whose  history  and  magnitude1  dwarf  the 
great  Zimbabwe  and  even  many  of  the 
wonders  of  ancient   Egypt. 

They  will  return  by  way  of  Beira  and 
the  East  Coast,  stopping  off  at  Durban 
and  East  London  to  show  the  slides  and 
help  advance  the  work. 

Two  new  missionaries  for  South  Africa, 
both  from  Salt  Lake  City,  have  left 
America  and  are  due  to  arrive  in  Cape 
Town,  the  latter  part  of  October.  The 
new  workers  are  Elder  John  Henry  Smith, 
son  of  Bishop  Nicholas  G.  Smith,  former 
President  of  the  South  African  Mission, 
and  Elder  Evans  Wright. 


MISSION    NEWS. 


Cape    District. 


"  Cumorah,"  Main  and  Grove  Roads,  Mow- 
bray: Elder  Vein  D.  Greene,  District 
President. 

The  work  is  progressing  excellently  in 
Cape  District,  with  attendance  at  meet- 
ings well  up  to  sixty  each  Sunday  evening, 
while  the  total  number  of  investigators 
present  during  the  past  several  months 
has  been  40.  Work  on  the  next  Semi-1 
Annual  District  Conference,  October  28, 
is  also  demanding  much  energy  and  the 
co-operation  of  everyone. 

Wallace  Jul  van,  young  son  of  Brother 
and  Sister  Jul  van,  has  been  in  the  hos- 
pital suffering  from  diphtheria,  but  is 
recovering   nicely. 

Sister  Katherine  Yerhagen,  one  of  the 
oldest  ami  most  faithfuJ  members  of  the 
branch,  is  continually  making  enquiries 
as  to  the  welfare  of  the  missionaries  and 
saints,  and  sends  her  love  to  all. 

Announcement  is  made  of  the  marriage, 
September  20,  of  Sister  Ivy  Harris,  sister 
of  Sister  Nellie  Dennis,  now  in  America 
with  her  young  daughter.  A  reception 
was  held  in  the  Mowbray  Town  Hall,  to 
which  the  Mission  President,  elders  and 
saints  were  invited. 
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Happy  to  report  the  arrival  of 
another  member  to  the  Mowbray 
Branch.  We  congratulate  Sister  Daisy 
Bathurst  and  Mr.  Edward  Bathurst  on 
the  birth  of  a  son  on  July  7. 
The  baby  was  blessed  by  Elder  Byron 
C.  Peterson  on  August  10. 

Thanks  is  extended  to  the  new 
investigators  and  friends  for  allowing 
the  Elders  to  use  their  homes  for 
Lantern  Slide  Lectures ;  this  time, 
Mrs.  White,  Roberts  Road,  Woodstock 
and  Mrs.  du  Preez,  Barrington  Street, 
Observatory. 

Our  new  missionaries,  Elder  and 
Sister  Brummer,  paid  a  visit  to 
Moorreesburg  to  their  relatives  and 
took  the  opportunity  whilst  there  of 
tracting  the  town.  They  returned  to 
"  Cumorah  "  and  a  few  days  later  left 
for  Robertson  where  they  visited  Bro 
and  Sister  Herbst  and  from  there 
made  for  their  final  destination— 
Kimberley.  We  wish  them  all  success 
in  their  labours. 

President  Greene  left  for  Johannes- 
burg on  August  22,  en  route  for 
Rhodesia  to  conduct  Lantern  Slide 
Lectures  services  in  this  country  along 
with  other  two  missionaries.  He  had 
the  good  wishes  of  all  at  Mowbray. 

On  August  25,  Bro.  William 
Daniels  entertained  Elders  and  Saints 
on  the  occasion  of  his  birthday.  Need- 
less to  mention  the  "chicken  feed" 
was  splendid.  We  congratulate  Bro. 
Daniels  on  passing  another  milestone. 


Transvaal   District. 


No.  395,  Commissioner  Street,  Johannesburg: 
Elder  Clare  B.  Christensen,  District 
President.  » 

To  show  the  lantern  slide  lecture  and 
do  general  preparatory  missionary  work 
among  the  people  of  Rhodesia,  Elders 
Greene,  Maw  and  Cutforth  left  Johannes- 
burg, September  2.  It  was  the  final 
good-bye  for  District  President  Cutforth. 
A  party  was  held  in  his  honour,  August 
29,  at  which  the  people  expressed  their 
love  for  him  and  their  appreciation  for 
his  earnest  labours. 


The  slides  of  ancient  and  modern 
America  were  shown  at  Groves's,  Freer's, 
Pearce's,  the  Fairview  Fire  Station, 
AVaterman's,  Muir's  and  at  "  Ramah " 
during  the  stay  of  Elder  Greene.  Many 
people  attended  who  had  not  had  the 
opportunity  previously. 

Brothers  David  Mason,  Stanley  Hinds 
and  William  Hinds  were  baptized  and 
confirmed  members  of  the  Church  by 
Elders  Cutforth  and  Stringham,  August 
31,  at  Elephant  River,  Witbank,  Trans- 
vaal. 

Sister  I.  E.  A.  Hughes  is  in  the  general 
hospital  still  in  a  very  critical  condition. 
Sister  Mary  E.  Vice  is  also  ill  at  her  home. 

E  very  one  is  busily  working  to  make 
the  coming  conference  the  biggest  and 
best  ever.  Two  one-act  playlets  and  two 
pageants  are  now  being  rehearsed  for  this 
Centennial  Semi-Annual  Conference. 
Brothers  David  Banfield,  L.  G.  Muir  and 
Mervil  Engh  are  to  be  congratulated  for 
the  spirit  of  love  shown  in  helping  to 
paint  and  improve  "  Ramah." 

Sunday  School  has  been  changed  from 
5  p.m.  to  10.30  a.m.  and  a  decided  in- 
crease in  members  has  been  the  result. 
Twenty  were  in  attendance  in  the  kin- 
dergarten class,  September  7.  A  new 
Sunday  School  has  been  organized  in  the 
Southern  Suburbs,  at  the  home  of  Brother 
L.  G.  Muir.  Prospects  are  bright  for  this 
good  work.  At  a  cottage  meeting,  held 
August  14,  the  fourth  daughter  of  Brother 
and  Sister  N.  G.  Muir  was  blessed.  Pre- 
sident Dalton  was  the  speaker. 

The  Mutual  Improvement  Association 
held  a  surprise  party  at  the  home  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Duncan  recently.  An 
enjoyable  evening  of  games  and  the 
Arirginia  Peel  was  spent.  At  Sunday 
evening  services,  September  14,  four  of 
the  districts  of  the  Mission  were  repre- 
sented. From  Bloemfontein  was  Sister 
Grobbelar ;  from  Kimberley,  Mr.  Eric- 
Partridge,  Brother  and  Sister  Bolleurs 
and  daughters  Dolly  and  Nellie;  from 
Cape  Town,  Brother  John  Walsh,  and  the 
body  of  saints  from  Johannesburg.  The 
visiting  brethren  and  sisters  were  intro- 
duced by  President  Dalton  and  called 
upon   to    speak.      They   all    bore   fervent 
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testimony  to  the  truthfulness  of  the  Gospel 
and  related  the  manner  in  which  they 
became  converted.  Mr.  Eric  Partridge, 
although  not  a  member,  has  been  studying 
the  Gospel  for  some  time  and  feelingly 
stated  that  he  expected  soon  to  get  bap- 
tised. The  Bolleurs  are  relatives  of 
Brother  Orton  and  family. 

Following  conference  in  Johannesburg, 
September  28,  President  and  Sister  Dalton 
will  leave  for  Kimberlev. 


Port   Elizabeth. 


No.  23,  Chapel  Street,  Port  Elizabeth:   Elder 
George  C.  Maw,  District  President. 

Good  work  by  the  Mutual  Improvement 
Association  was  demonstrated  by  an 
evening's  entertainment  under  its  sponsor- 
ship, August  26.  The  main  feature  of  the 
evening  was  a  one-act  play,  "  Conversion," 
which  was  highly  enjoyed  by  all,  it  being 
a  missionary  play  centred  around  the  con- 
version of  a  family  through  hearing  the 
"  Mormon "  missionaries  preaching  at 
street  meetings.  Those  taking  part  were 
Sisters  Florence  E.  Smith  and  Theresa 
Bateman,  Brother  Godfrey  Seaward  and 
Elders  George  C.  Maw  and  L.  Winslow 
Hurst.  The  entertainment  was  made  a 
success  through  the  co-operation  of 
members  and  friends  present,  some 
volunteering  numbers  on  the  programme 
to  substitute  for  disappointments  arising 
from  sickness,  etc. 

The  Gleaner  Girls'  Class,  under  the 
direction  of  Sister  Celia  Russell,  meeting 
iu  her  home  each  Monday  evening,  is  an 
interesting  one.  The  girls  have  been 
seizing  the  golden  opportunity  and  are 
learning  pen  painting,  fancy  work,  domes- 
tic science  and  physical  culture.  Miss 
HaarhofE,  a  young  lady  who  has  been  an 
interested  attendant,  has  volunteered  to 
give  some  classes  in  first  aid,  which  will 
be  appreciated. 

President  George  C.  Maw  left  Port 
Elizabeth,  August  27;  for  a  six  weeks- 
visit  to  Rhodesia,  joining  Cape  District 
President  Vera  D.  Greene  and  Transvaal 
District    President   Bertram   C.   Cutforth. 


They  will  give  the  lantern  slide  lecture 
extensively  and  carry  on  other  missionary 
work. 

With  the  temporary  departing  of  Pre- 
sident Maw,  Elder  Robert  J.  Evans  came 
to  Port  Elizabeth,  August  30,  to  fill  in 
the  ranks  of  the  missionary  force.  Elder 
Evans  has  been  labouring  in  Kimberley 
for   the    past   eight   months. 

The  Relief  Society  has  an  excellent  list 
of  articles  to  present  to  the  public  at  its 
bazaar  to  be  held  October  4,  with  indica- 
tions that  the  hearty  labours  of  the  sisters 
will  be   crowned  with  success. 


East    London. 


No.    95,    St.    George's    Road,    East    London: 
Elder  George  C.  Maw,  District  President. 

Much  enthusiasm,  hard  work  and  keen 
anticipation  for  East  London  District 
Semi-Annual  Conference,  October  12,  is 
being  manifest  among  saints,  investigators 
and  friends.  Plans  are  underway  to  make 
it  the  largest  and  best  ever  held.  In 
addition  to  President  and  Sister  Dalton 
being  present,  it  is  anticipated  that  Elders 
Greene,  Cutforth  and  Maw,  coming  from 
Rhodesia  via  Beira  and  down  the  East 
Coast,  will  also  be  present,  making  the 
occasion  somewhat  of  a  convention.  Parts 
are  being  assigned  to  nearly  everyone  to 
do  something  to  make  the  occasion  an 
occasion  for  rejoicing. 

A  social  was  held,  August  9,  at  the 
home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Charles  H. 
Jubber,  where  an  enjoyable  evening  was 
spent  with  music  and  playing  games. 

Mr.  and  Sister  Street  entertained  Elder 
Wilson  on  a  three-day  trading  trip  to 
Queenstown.  August  12  to  15.  The  other 
saints  and  investigators  showed  much 
interest  also,  and  are  looking  forward  to 
the  next  visit.  Good  visits  but  also  lots 
of  rainy  weather  were  the  result  of 
another  trip  by  Flder  Wilson  to  King 
William's  Town,  making  it  a  five  weeks' 
very  pleasant  and  profitable  tour  of  East 
London  and  vicinity,  taking  in  all  saints 
and  friends  in  that  district. 
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Kimberley   District. 


No.  34a,  Old  De  Beers  Road,  Kimberley: 
Elder  Herman  J.  Smith,  District  Presi- 
dent. 

Two  weekly  cottage  meetings  are  being 
held  in  the  Kimberley  Branch,  one  at 
the  home  of  Mr.  and  Sister  Fouchee,  at 
Kenilworth,  and  one  at  the  home  of  Sifter 
Harvey.  It  is  hoped  that  the  elders  will 
be  able  to  meet  new  friends  and  also 
increase  the  attendance  at  Sunday 
meetings. 

Elder  Vera  D.  Greene,  Mission  Secre- 
tary, paid  a  hurried  visit  to  the  Kimberley 
Branch,  August  23  and  24. 

On  Tuesday,  August  26,  Elder  William 
H.  and  Sister  Janetta  E-  S.  Brummer  ar- 
rived to  carry  on  their  missionary  labours 
in  Kimberley  District. 

Elder  Robert  John  Evans  left  Kimber- 
ley, August  28,  for  Port  Elizabeth,  where 
he  will  continue  his  labours.  President 
Smith  and  the  saints  of  the  Kimberley 
Branch  wish  to  thank  Elder  Evans  for 
the  good  work  he  has  done  there. 

The  infant  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Sister 
Leslie  Lee  was  blessed  by  President  Her- 
man J.  Smith  during  the  month,  as  were 
also  the  adopted  son  and  the  infant  son 
of  Mr.  and  Sister  Fouchee,  by  President 
Smith  and  Elder  William  H.  Brummer. 

Mrs.  Welgemoed,  an  investigator,  is  ill 
in  the  Kimberley  Hospital.  Brother 
Wilfred  Mileham  is  also  recovering  slowly 
from  a  serious  illness. 

Although  attendance  at  relief  meetings 
has  been  low,  much  good  work  has  been 
done  by  the  Kimberley  Relief  Society.  If 
the  sisters  will  lend  their  support,  lasting 
benefits   will    result. 


Bloemfontein     District. 


No.     154,     Monument     Road,     Bloemfontein: 
Elder  Clarence  B.  Spear,  District  Presi- 
dent. 
Members    of    the    Bloemfontein    Relief 
Society  are  combining  forces  with  other 
local  bodies   in  the  work  of  the  Master. 
They   have   been    engaged     to    assist    the 
Child  Welfare   Society  in  providing  gar- 
ment* for  maternity  rases  where  mothers 


are  too  poor  to  provide  for  themselves. 
One  of  our  local  brethren  recently  gave 
an  order  to  the  Relief  Society  lor  a 
sovereign's  worth  of  babies'  garments.  The 
sisters  wondered  what  he  was  going  to 
do  with  them,  but  tilled  the  order.  When 
tb"  garments  were  finished,  he  said  they 
were  to  be  donated  to  the  Child  Welfare 
Society  in  the  name  of  the  Bloemfontein 
Society.  The  organization  has  also  united 
with  the  Wesleyan  Brotherhood  in  a  move- 
ment to  supply  the  local  poor  with  food 
at  Christmas  and  arrange  an  outing  for 
their  children. 

Elder  Robert  J.  Evans  visited  Bloem- 
fontein on  his  way  to  Port  Elizabeth,  and 
was  wished  success  in  his  newr  held  of 
labour  by  the  local  members. 

Natal   District. 


No.     74,     Cromwell     Road,     Durban:     Elder 
Clarence    S.    Barker,    District    President. 

Brother  and  Sister  B.  F.  Hayelen  and 
four  sons  and  daughter,  members  of  the 
Johannesburg  Branch  several  years  ago, 
but  now  residents  of  Durban,  proved  a 
welcome  addition  to  the  Branch  during 
the  past  month.  Sister  Hayden  is  proving 
herself  a  capable  Relief  Society  worker, 
and  the  enthusiasm  of  the  whole  family 
adds  much  to  the  work.  A  cottage  meet- 
ing was  held  in  the  Havden  home,  August 
26. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nichollbine,  who  became 
acquainted  with  the  elders  at  King  Wil- 
liam's Town,  friends  of  Brother  and  Sister 
Dunbar,  have  also  shown  their  interest 
by  attending  meetings. 

With  the  arrival  of  President  Dalton 
in  Durban,  September  18,  a  social  and 
Relief  Society,  Sunday  School  and  General 
Conferences  are  planned  during  his  brief 
stay.  Members  of  the  Branch  were  par- 
ticularly disappointed  that  circumstances 
prevented  Sister  Dalton  attending  Relief 
Society  and  other  Conferences  and  renew- 
ing acquaintance  in   Durban. 

Attendance  at  meetings  is  showing  a 
small  but  steady  growth,  and  with  in- 
creased fellowship  and  enthusiasm  in  the 
work  a  much  large]1  Branch  is  looked  for 
in  the  future. 


SOUTH  AFRICA. 


'THIS  IS  THE  PLACE" 

to   find 


Acres  «*  Diamonds 


AND 


Hills  of  Gold 


While  others  discover  diamonds  in  the  soil  of  South  Africa, 
Let  us  find  diamonds  in  the  soul  of  old  and  new  friends. 

While  others  search  hills  for  gold  of  South  Africa, 

Let  us  search  hearts,  with  truth  among  our  fellowmen. 

"Every  Member  Get  a  Member  in  1930" 

IS  OUR  SLOGAN, 

and 

"  Workfor  Everybody  and  Everybody  Working* ' 

IS  OUR  MOTTO. 

Great  Centennial  Jubilee  Celebration 
Mission  wide  for  the  full  year  1930. 

Every    member   gets   many    substantial     souvenirs,    remembrances, 

prizes  and  presents,  by  joining  with  and  labouring  in  the 

Saints  Co-operative  Missionary  Work. 

BE  A  BOOK  OF  MORMON  MISSIONARY. 

Never  too  late  to  begin Start  now. 


South    African    Mission. 


This  advert  paid  for  by  Don  Mack  Dalton. 


A.  E.  LINLEY  &  CO.,  felStf 

Phone  157  Woodstock,                                      TlT^-r^U—^.,       /^1  "T> 

day  and  night.                       Mowbray,  (J.P. 

Something  to  make 
a  noise  about! 

Ask  for 

McKay  s  Bread 

Phone  530  Woodstock. 
Factory  : 

Main  Road,      Mowbray. 

TO  LET. 

THE  Hardware  House 

HAMILTON  81  DUNGAN, 

Main  Road,         Mowbray. 
Phone  531  Woodstock. 

MOWBRAY 
FISH   SUPPLY 

Phone  996  Woodstock. 
Fresh  and  Smoked  Fish  Daily. 

GROCERIES  9— Yes  — 

and  FRESH  too  ! 

Remington 
Typewriter  Agency. 

Remington  Bldg.,  92-96,  St.  George's 
Street,  Box  644,    Phones   5299   and 

5300.    Tel  Add. :  "  Standard." 
Sole  agents  for  Remington  Standard 
Typewriter,      Remington      Portable 
Typewriter,  Remington  Rotary  Dupli- 
cator, "Art  Metal"  Filing  Cabinets, 
Ediphone  Dictating  Machine,  Inter- 
national    Time     Recorders,      Gunn 
Sectional    Furniture,   Durand  Steel 
Lockers,  Stationery  &  Office  Supplies. 

G.  White  &  Co., 

108,  Main  Road,  Mowbray,  C.P. 
Established  1885. 

Tp  "ELRICO"  $g& 

POULTRY    GRAINS    AND    MEALS. 

Household  Supplies  and  Sundries — 

CALDER  &  CO. 

(Manufacturers), 

Main  Road,          Phone  31  and  258.             Wynberg. 
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